
FIRS HILL COMMUNITY PRIMARY SCHOOL 

N E W S L E T T E R  -  NOVEMBER 2007  
To:  All Parents and Carers 

Please keep the information in this newsletter in a safe place for future reference.   

Mrs D Martin  -  Headteacher 

KS BUILDING REFURBISHMENT UPDATE 
The Autumn Term started with the refurbishment of the new toilets and cloakroom in KS2 slightly behind 
schedule.  I am very please to announce that these have now been completed.   
 
The staff, children and parents are all pleased with the hard work and extra cost that has 
gone into this refurbishment project. 
 
The Governor’s have invited Jonathan Crossly-Holland, the Director of Children and Young 
People Services to officially open the toilets on: 
 

Thursday 6th December at 3.30pmThursday 6th December at 3.30pmThursday 6th December at 3.30pmThursday 6th December at 3.30pm    
    

This event is an opportunity for everyone to view the refurbishment and enjoy some refreshments. 

Water Spillage in KS1 Hall 
Recently a small amount of water was spilt in the KS1 
Hall which led to a member of the teaching staff 
slipping and breaking a bone in her foot. 

The school is checked daily by School Management 
and the Building Supervisor prior to school starting.  
Somehow water was spilt on the floor, perhaps this 
could have come from a drinking bottle. 

Please, please if you, your child or if you see anyone 
spill anything on the floor please 
in form a member  o f staf f 
immediately.  Mrs Maughan the 
teacher who slipped, is off school 
until the end of the Autumn Term.  
Miss O’Connell is the temporary 
teacher in Y1RM. 

Thank you for your co-operation  

Staffing Update 
Year 4 Class Teacher 
We would like to welcome Miss 
Taylor who was appointed to 
replace Miss Miller (Y4CM) who left 
at the end of last term.   

Miss Taylor will be taking up her position on the 
10th December. 
 

School Crossing Patrol  
Vacancy 

 
School Crossing patrol are currently 
recruiting someone to patrol the 

Barnsley Road pedestrian crossing.  As soon as 
this process has been finalised I will inform you of 
their name and when they will be starting. 

Pudsey Bear would like to thank all the  
pupils and staff at Firs Hill Community 
Primary School for generously collecting 
the grand total of  
 
for the Children in Need Appeal.  I  hope you all had a great day dressing up and 
having fun.     

Thank You  

£407.56 £407.56 £407.56 £407.56     



Wednesday 
12th December 2007 

  
Starting at 2.30pm 

Tuesday 
26th February 2008 

  
Starting at 2.30pm 

Wednesday 
21st May 2008 

  
Starting at 6.00pm 

 Governor’s in attendance:  Governor’s in attendance:  Governor’s in attendance: 

Andy Beard Steven Moss Clare Turner 

Liakat Khan 
  

Liakat Khan Jill Desforges 

GOVERNORS SURGERY DATES 
 

If you have any questions or queries that you would like to put forward to the Governing Body please pop 
along to one of the surgery dates below.  The surgeries  will be held in the newly refurbished caretaker’s 
house. 

 Helping  Children to Read 

We monitor how regularly children are 
heard read at home and of course at 
school.  Recently, it is has been 
evident that many of our children are 
not heard read at home at all. 

Please make sure you try to hear your 
child read at home and ensure they 
complete their homework.  For some 
children we identify mentors, these 
may be volunteer parents or other 
helpers. 

If you are willing to volunteer to hear 
children read please contact the 
school office and complete the 

relevant paper work.  

MATHS RESULTS 
Our maths results are not improving as 
rapidly as our English results. Therefore, 
we are concentrat ing on mathematics 

teaching and learning. 

All children have a focus area each term.  Current ly 
you can support your child by helping them to learn 
their t imes tables facts by the end of the Autumn 
Term. 

Mrs Rixon, Ms Wherry  and other staff  will be leading 
this init iative and will show parents how to help their 
child/children with maths. 

Together with your help our results will improve, as 
they have in English. 

Playstations and Gameboys 
Research shows that game-boys and 
playstation computerised games etc. have 
educational value, if used selectively. 

Many of the children want to bring them to school to play 
and to discuss the games with their friends.  The staff are 
concerned about breakages and thefts of these expensive 
toys. 

WHAT ARE YOUR VEWS ON THIS SUBJECT? 

PLEASE LET US KNOW 

MUSIC 
VOLUNTEERS FOR 

RECORDER 
LESSONS 

 
We are hoping to start recorder 
classes in KS1 using volunteer 
students from Sheffield University. 
 
If there are any talented parents who 
are willing to take on such clubs, 
please contact the school office to 
leave your details. 

PARENT GOVERNOR VACANCIES (2) 
Come and join an innovative, strong and visionary Governing Body.  The members reflect the 
community it serves. 

Any of the Firs Hill governor’s will tell you that they have learnt something new whilst they have 
been a Governor. 

If you are interested in becoming a parent governor please contact Mr Stephen Moss (Chair of Governor’s) or 
Mrs Martin (Headteacher) via the school office. 



27.11.07  Eweden Water Treatment 9.30—11.00am 

27.11.07  Eweden Water Treatment 12.30-2.30pm 

5.12.07 ‘Ugly Duckling’ Crucible Theatre 

10.12.07 ‘Ugly Duckling’ Crucible Theatre 

13.12.07 ‘Ugly Duckling’ Crucible Theatre 

13.12.07 Lowry Centre 8.30-5pm 

PLEASE SEE THE DATES BELOW FOR EDUCATIONAL VISITS THIS TERM 
 
Please make sure you return the permission slip prior to the visit date, if you do not give permission 
your child will not be able to go on the visit. 

Y5JE 

Y5JD 

Y1’s pm  

F2’s pm  

Y2’s pm  

Y6 

PLEASE KEEP THIS INFORMATION FOR FUTURE REFERENCE 
 

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS AND STAFF TRAINING DAYS 

Christmas 
 
  

Thursday 
20th December ’07 
(staff training day) 
  

Wednesday 
2nd  January ’08 
(staff training day) 

(Pupils in school on Thurs 4th Jan) 

Spring Half Term 
 

Monday 
11th February ’08 
  

Friday 
15th February ’08 

(Pupils in school on Mon 18th Feb) 

Easter Monday 
24th March ’08 

Monday 
7th April’08 
(staff training day) 

(Pupils in school on Tues 8 th April) 

May Day Monday 5th   May ’08 
(Pupils in school on Tues 6 th May) 

Spring Bank Monday   
6th May ’08 

Friday 
30th May ’08 

 

Summer 
School Closes at  3.10pm on 

Friday 18th   July ’08 
DATES FOR STAFF TRAINING DAYS: 
(School will be closed to pupils on these dates) 

Thursday   20th December ‘07   
Wednesday 2nd  January ‘08 
Monday    7th April  ‘08 

WALKING BUS 
The PTA has secured a small ‘Walking Bus’ 
budget.  This will enable us to pay a worker for 
1 hour per day to supervise the walking bus to and from 
school (times approx 8.30 and 3.10).   If you would like 
more information about this position please contact Gabby 
Spinks (0787 6271857) or Mrs Martin. 

KS 2 SNACK 
Parents please  
remember the 
children in KS2 are welcome to 
bring a piece of fresh fruit for 
the playtime snack. 


